
YEAR 7 SEMINAR:  

WEDNESDAY 12TH JULY 2017 

What is the ‘Holocaust’? 

Why is it relevant today? 
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       Introduction to the  Holocaust 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHopvtTthIA  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VGU9gMoNSA  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gQawPAsZwI 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlQ7hF5vyYc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHopvtTthIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VGU9gMoNSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gQawPAsZwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gQawPAsZwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3gQawPAsZwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlQ7hF5vyYc


CONNECT 

Within your table group, write 

down key facts and words you 

associate with the Holocaust. 

Consider: 

• Who led this process? 

• Who were the victims? 

• When did it happen? 

• Where did it happen? 

• How many people were involved? 

• Who were the key people involved? 
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• The systematic and wholesale slaughter of the 

Jews of Europe by the Nazis and their 

collaborators during the Second World War.  

 

• Two-thirds of the Jews in Europe perished 

between 1939 and 1945.  

 

• Other groups besides the Jews fell victim to Nazi 

racial policies.  

• Poles, Slavs, Soviet prisoners of war, Roma and 

Sinti (gypsies), were all murdered in vast 

numbers.  

• Hitler’s political opponents, communists and 

trade unionists, Jehovah’s Witnesses and 

homosexuals were also brutally treated and 

often killed in Nazi concentration camps. 
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Who are the Jews? 

 The Jews were a people similar to the Greeks and Egyptians 
who came from what is today modern Israel & Palestine and  
were driven out of their homeland by the Romans  over 2000 
years ago. Many eventually settled in Europe and 
maintained their traditions amongst a mainly Christian 
population.  

 There are approximately 14 million Jews in the world today, 
a very small number as compared to Christianity or Islam. 

 Most Jews are now fairly well assimilated into, and often 
indistinguishable from, the Western secular population. 
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Which of these people are 

not Jewish? 

1 2 
3 

4 5 6 
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WHY DID HITLER PICK 

ON THE JEWS? 



ANTI SEMITISM 

• People are prejudiced and show hatred towards 
the Jews. 

 

• They may have made up their mind about 
Jewish people before they have met any. 

 

• Anti-Semitism is expressed in speech, writings, 
visual forms and in actions. 
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NAZI PROPAGANDA 



Who were the Jews 

 Video 1 
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Bobby’s Story 

 Video 2 



REVIEW 

Reflect on Eva ‘Bobby’ Neumann’s story 

and the questions that have been 

asked/answered. In your groups consider 

the following points and make note of 

your responses. 

Consider: 

• What have you learnt so far about the 

Holocaust? 

• Why do you think we study the Holocaust? 

• Why is the Holocaust relevant to us today? 

15 



ANTI-SEMITISM AFTER 

THE WAR 

• How do you think people in 
Germany reacted as the horrors of 
the Holocaust were revealed? 

• Do you think people’s attitudes 
towards the Jews changed after 
the war?   

• Do you think there was less Anti-
Semitism? 



EXAMPLE OF MODERN 

ANTI-SEMITISM 



 



 



‘MUTATION’ OF 

ANTI-SEMITISM 

• Religion 

 

• Race 

 

• Statehood 



Prejudice and Sterotypes 

• Girls are not good at sports. 

• All teenagers are rebels. 

• All children don't enjoy healthy food. 

• Women aren't as smart as men. 

• Guys are messy, unclean and smell. 

• All librarians are women who are old, wear glasses, tie a high bun, 

and have a perpetual frown on their face. 

• All Italians are good cooks. 

• Irish are alcoholics. 

• Only men can be doctors 



The Roots of Prejudice 

• The Lie 

• Projection & Scapegoating 

• The Certain & Simple Answer 



MORAL CHOICES DURING THE 

HOLOCAUST 

Perpetrators (Collaborators): 

People who were actively involved in the destruction of the 

Jewish People. E.g. SS Concentration Camp guards. 

 

Rescuers: 

People who actively resisted Nazi policies against the Jews 

and took personal risks to protect Jewish people. E.g. A 

Catholic person who hid Jews in his/her home. 

 

Bystanders: 

People who saw what was happening to the Jewish people 

and chose to do nothing. E.g. A person who watched from 

their window whilst Jews were attacked in the street! 
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Watching from your 
window as Jewish people 
are herded onto trains by 
German soldiers.  

Throwing  loaves  of 
bread into a ‘Jewish 
ghetto’; where you know 
that people are starving.  

An architect works on 
designing the plans for a 
gas chamber- He is 
working for a new client.  

Buying a piano from a 
Jewish family to help 
them raise money to 
leave Germany for the 
USA.  

Volunteering to assist 
the German killing 
squads and offer to help 
round up Jewish men, 
women and children 
from  villages.   

Walking past a Jewish 
shop owner sweeping up 
broken glass. His shop 
windows have been 
smashed by anti Jewish 
rioters.  

A Jewish leader, 
ordered by the Nazi’s to 
hand over 10,000 people 
from the ghetto, begs 
people to ‘give me your 
children’.  

A British Government 
official agrees to admit 
German Jewish children 
to Britain; but their 
parents are forbidden to 
enter with them.   

A photographer 
attending an execution 
site to record the shooting 
of men, women and 
children.  
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PETRAS ZELIONKA: Nazi Collaborater 

 

In the autumn of 1941, Petras 

Zelionka, a young Lithuanian, 

assisted  Nazi killing squads in 

their murders of Jewish men, 

women and children. In his old age, 

Zelionka recalled how he took 

naked Jewish people to pits and 

shot them with German weapons. 

Petras had chosen to believe false 

horror stories about Jews. He later 

served 20 years in prison for his 

crimes, but would not apologise for 

what he did.   
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Pinchas Rosenbaum 



TIBOR ‘PINCHAS’ ROSENBAUM: Life Saver 

Pinchas Rosenbaum was a Hungarian 

Jew. During the Nazi occupation, he 

worked tirelessly to save hundreds of 

Jews from certain death. 

Thanks to his Aryan appearance, he 

succeeded in fooling the Hungarian 

Nazi authorities, and sometimes even 

his fellow Jews, to believe that he was 

a Hungarian fascist, which enabled him 

to carry out several daring rescue 

attempts. 

He is also a relative of Eva ‘Bobby’ 

Neumann, and he gave her a home 

after the war had ended, until she 

could move on. 
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The Bystander Effect 

 Video 3 



What would you do? 

 Video 4 



TASK 

• In groups, prepare a list of situations in which you might 

be acting as a ‘bystander’. This can be at home, in school 

or in public. 
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WIDER ISSUES 

Now consider wider examples of the ‘Bystander Effect’. 

 

What problems exist in the world that we often remain as 

‘Bystanders’ towards?  

 

Consider examples of issues in Britain and the wider world. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NT4-DP32eA 

What is poverty? 



REFLECTION 

 What reasons do people have for NOT helping tackle 

world poverty? 

 

 TASK: As a group, make a list of reasons why people in 

Britain do NOT always help. 
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‘ The problem of world 
poverty is so big. 

Whatever I do or give 
will be too little to make 

any real difference.’ 
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 ‘ I have got plenty of my 
own problems to sort 

out. I don’t have the time 
or energy to worry about 

people in other 
countries.’  
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‘ I don’t give very much 
to world poverty 

charities because most of 
the money never reaches 
the people who need it 

most’.   
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‘ I believe that  world 
governments should be the 

ones to help solve world 
poverty. They have the 

money and power; I have 
no influence at all!’   
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‘  I don’t give because things 
are only going to get worse, 

whatever we do! 
Overpopulation is the main 

reason for world poverty and 
this must be tackled first’.  

40 



                        

 

         So…. 
    

 

  What have we learned today? 



Conclusion 

To ALWAYS challenge our assumptions. 

 

To follow our moral instincts. 

 

To challenge our prejudices. 

 

To never be a Bystander 



LEOPOLD SOCHA 

Leopold Socha was a Polish sewer 

worker and petty criminal. One 

morning he discovered a group of 

Jewish families hiding in the sewers of 

Lvov. He ordered them to give up all of 

their valuables or he would inform the 

Nazis. 
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ALTRUISM: Happiness in life 
 

 If you want happiness for an hour- take a nap. 
  If you want happiness for a day- go fishing.. 
  If you want happiness for a year- inherit a 

fortune. 
  If you want happiness for a lifetime- 

 help someone else!’ 
 

(Old Chinese Proverb) 

 



Pledge 

What can I 
do to make 

a 
difference? 



Visit any of these websites to learn more about what you 

can do to help. 

 

Additional Holocaust Resources: 

www.het.org.uk 

www.hmd.org.uk 

www.nationalholocaustcentre.net 

 

Effective Contribution Resources: 

www.givingwhatwecan.org 

www.givewell.org 

www.givedirectly.org – 91 cents for every dollar! 

www.80000hours.org 
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http://www.hmd.org.uk
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